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* Muaz Razzaq

Hello everyone, I am Muaz Razzaq PhD student from Kyungpook National University. I would

like to thank you all for your commitment and dedication for these important issues.

I would like to enlighten you regarding a very delicate matter being faced by the Muslim
community of Kyungpook National University, Daegu, Republic of Korea. KNU has a huge Muslim
community comprised of about 150 Muslim students from various nationalities. Furthermore, it is
obligatory to offer the prayer five times a day in a congregation being a Muslim So, the Mosque

and community center are very vital for the Muslim residents of KNU and those living in suburbs.

[ am really worried about the fact that discrimination and hatred against the Muslims is

increasing rapidly since the start of the construction of the Mosque.

The discrimination has been strongly supported by few of the people including neighbors and

some influential officials.

Few years ago, one of our neighbors started construction that was creating hindrance for others
as it was narrowing the street. All the neighbors requested him to slightly change the structure as
there was enough space on the other side. This would made it possible for the other people
vehicles to have access to the doorstep of their houses. The district office asked them to
co—operate, but they denied their request on which the district office told all other neighbors that
they cannot do anything as the area belongs to the owner.

However, in our case, few of the neighbor's complaint about Mosque construction and the same
district office directly suspended the construction of our Mosque without even listening anything

from us,
When we approached the district office, they told us that the residents are opposing the mosque
construction. This was more worrying that whether we are not the residents of the same place

although we are living here since last 7-8 years.

Similarly, it will be quite shocking for you all to know that there are numerous numbers of

Churches in the same vicinity about 60-70m apart, where our Mosque is being constructed. This
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shows their hatred and discrimination against Muslims. When the same question was asked by the
media person from one of the neighbors, she replied clearly that those people of the Churches are

Koreans,

You cannot believe that those opposing neighbors have distributed an un ethical and hatred
pamphlets against the Muslims and religion ISLAM throughout the Daeheon—-dong area in which
they tried to defame our religion and spread hate against Muslims. The opposing party went to
such an extent that they visited few house owners and asked them to expel Muslim students from
their houses. More than 18 hated banners were hanged on roads in the surrounding of our
university, causing too much disappointment in the Muslim community and psychologically affected

our kids.

Even the opposing party protested against the professors and other Koreans who are raising

voice against this discrimination and also asked the professors not to recruit Muslim Students.

Beside this, recently a complaint was registered in the district office regarding too much trash
in the Mosque area. The district office without any investigation called us and commanded us to
clean it. We were very surprised and immediately checked the CCTV footage. From which we
came to know that the trash was thrown by few of the people who are against the construction of

Mosque.

Here 1 would like to suggest that there should be an effective anti—discrimination law otherwise
the situation can become worst which will affect the reputation of Korea around globe. We need
Government and international bodies to implement a law to protect religious freedom and rights of

minorities.

In the end, I as an ambassador of KNU Muslim students appreciate the efforts put by Human
rights organization and NGOs.
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